
 

 

NOVEMBER 25, 2018   SOLEMNITY OF CHRIST THE KING 

St. Symphorosa Parish 

A Family Celebrating Faith 



 

 

         

This weekend, we celebrate the Solem-
nity of Christ the King.  We are at the 
last Sunday in ordinary time and next 
Sunday begins Advent in preparation 
for Christmas. Today, first, we will see 
Our Lord’s kingship in scripture.  Then 
we will see how Jesus, the King can 
rule in our hearts by doing His will.  
The Kingship of Jesus is found in 
many places in scripture. 

   

In the first reading the prophet Daniel, 
who lived 500 years before Jesus’ 
birth, speaks about the future kingship 
of Jesus, especially with regard to Our 
Lord’s Second Coming.  He said, “I 
saw one like the Son of Man on the 
clouds of heaven, whose dominion is 
an everlasting dominion, that shall not 
be taken away and His kingship shall 
not be destroyed.” 

 

The responsorial psalm, written by 
King David, who lived about 1000 
years before Jesus was born describes 
the Kingship of Jesus. It states, “The 
Lord is king, He is robed in majesty.”  

  

The second reading likewise speaks 
about the kingship of Jesus.  It states 
“…Jesus is the firstborn of the dead 
and ruler of the kings of the earth.” 
Even before the birth of Jesus, the an-
gel Gabriel announced Jesus would be 
a king. The angel said to Mary, “He 
will be given the throne of David” and 
“His kingdom will not end”.  The Jews 
expected the Messiah to be a king, who 
would rule over the house of David 
forever and it was fulfilled in Jesus. 

 

After Jesus was born, the wise men 
were following the star, ended up be-
fore King Herod wondering, “Where is 
he who has been born king of the 
Jews?”  And they even prostrated 
themselves in adoration as they gave 
the infant Jesus gifts for a king: gold, 

frankincense and myrrh.   

 

When our Divine Savior was ar-
rested and brought before Pilate, 
they told Pilate, “We found this 
man perverting our nation, and 
forbidding us to give tribute to Caesar, 
and saying that He Himself is Christ a 
king.” Pilate questioned Jesus about 
His Kingship. Pilate said, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” And Jesus an-
swered, “My kingdom does not belong 
to this world.  If my kingdom did be-
long to this world, my attendants 
would be fighting to keep me from 
being handed over to the Jews.  But as 
it is, my kingdom is not here.” Then 
Pilate said, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say I am a king. For 
this reason, I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who be-
longs to the truth listens to my voice.” 

 

When Pilate had Jesus scourged, the 
soldiers mocked Him as a king. They 
put a crown of thorns on Him in imita-
tion of a king’s golden crown. They 
placed on Him a royal cloak and gave 
Him a scepter, which kings would use. 
They ridiculed His Kingship, saying 
“Hail King of the Jews.”  And when 
Jesus was crucified, the sign above His 
head read, “Jesus of Nazareth King of 
the Jews”. Even the good thief pro-
fessed Our Lord’s kingship, when He 
said, “Lord, remember me when you 
come into your kingdom.” 

 

The reign of a king is dependent upon 
how well the subjects do the will of the 
king. If they do what the king wants--- 
they will be taken care of and all will 
go well.  But if they choose to do their 
own will, they suffer and the whole 
kingdom suffers as well.  Obedience to 
the king means giving honor, glory and 
praise to the king.  

 

Jesus wants to rule our hearts and our 
life. He desires that we submit to His 
will, out of love.  God’s will is always 
what is best for us and if we follow His 
will, we have joy, even in the midst of 
great suffering. His will is that we em-
brace sufferings when they come and 
accept them out of love for Him; for 
the salvation of souls, especially our 
own. Jesus knows better than us, what 
we can and cannot do. He knows 
what’s best for our soul and the souls 
of others. He seeks only what is good 
for us and prevents us at times from 
doing things, which would hurt us. 
Accepting God’s will can be painful 
and involves suffering. We may even 
need to pray as Jesus prayed in the gar-
den, “Not my will, but your will be 
done.” 

 

Therefore, its God’s will that we sub-
mit ourselves to Jesus Christ as our 
king and allow Him to rule over us and 
in us.  The Heart of Jesus is the heart 
of a king. He rules by His love. May 
we choose to allow Jesus to reign in 
our heart, in our life, and our family, 
by submitting to His will. And in this 
way, His kingdom will come on earth, 
as it is in heaven.  
 
~Fr. Edmond Kline 

Thirty-Fourth  

Sunday in  

Ordinary Time 

The faithful all around the world are invited to join with Pope Francis for his  
special intention. Won’t you join in?  

The intention for the month of September is in Service of Peace. 

 

That the language of love and dialogue may always prevail  
over the language of conflict.  
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Our Sanctuary Candle burning before the  
Blessed Sacrament for the month of November is offered for the 

following intentions: 

 

For the repose of the soul of Rosalia Karpinski 
given by Mary Trendle 

 

For all members of the Synal Family, living and deceased 
given by Shirley Synal 

 

For the repose of the souls of all the deceased members of the 
Karbarz, Koziar, Kowalski, & Stacherczak families 

given by Family 

www.stsymphorosa.org 
symphorosa@comcast.net 

Parish Staff 
 

Rev. Idzi Stacherczak 
       Pastor 
 

Rev. Ted Bojczuk 
       Pastor Emeritus    
 

Rev. Norman Trela 
       Retired Priest 
 

Ken Hilliard 
       Operations Director 
 

Deacon Raul DuQue 
  Music Director 
 

Magdalan Barry 
       Parish Secretary 
 

Nancy Markham 
       Office Coordinator 
 

Judy Banasiak 
       Religious Education   
 Coordinator 
 

Kathy Berry 
       Principal 
 

Chris Garza 
       Assistant Principal 

 

 

Parish Office Hours 
 

Monday through Friday 
9:00 am—7:00 pm 

 

Saturday  
9:00 am—12:00 pm 

 
 

Schedule of Masses 
 
 

Sunday 
 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 am 

 

Saturday Evening Mass 
 5:00 pm 

 

Weekdays: 8:00 am 
Monday through Saturday 

 

Holy Days:  
7:30am, 9:30 am and  

7:00 pm 

Parish School 
6125 S. Austin Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60638 

773-585-6888 

Parish Office 
6135 S. Austin Avenue  
Chicago, Illinois 60638   
773-767-1523 (phone)   

773-767-6135 (fax)                                                                

 

Opłatki will once again be available for 
purchase this year in the Parish Office or 
after all Masses in the Gathering Space of 

our church beginning next weekend 
(December 1st and 2nd). Each package of 

opłatki contains 3 white wafers and 1 pink 
wafer. A $3.00 donation per package is 

requested.  
 

Please check the December 2nd bulletin for a 
special article from Fr. Idzi on the History 

& Tradition of Opłatki. 
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On Thursday, November 15th our St. Symphorosa  Pre-Kindergarten   
and Kindergarten classes put on a special program for their families to celebrate 

Thanksgiving. They did a beautiful job.  



 

 

 

Altar and Rosary Society  

Christmas Banquet 
  

When:     Tuesday, December 4, 2018  

Where:     New Warsaw Restaurant  
     6250 W 63rd St.  

Time:     11am-2pm 

Donation: $20 per ticket  

  

Cash or checks may be dropped in the 
collection basket, brought to the  

rectory, or you can contact  
Pat Soltis (773.350.6929)  

or Arlene Scaletta (773.230.6059)  
for more information.  

Due to an early submission deadline the  

offertory and Split the Pot information for 

November 18th will be printed in next  

weekend’s bulletin. 

Here at St. Symphorosa, part of our Parish Mission Statement says that we are “A Family Celebrating Faith 
in the Roman Catholic Tradition.” As a Catholic Family, we are people of faith and people of prayer.  
 

Several years ago the Family Prayer Ornaments were introduced by the RCIA and this year we, the stu-
dents of St. Symphorosa and the Religious Education Program who are going to receive  

confirmation in March, thought it would be a great idea to bring back this practice and maybe 
even start a new tradition at St. Symphorosa.  
 

As we celebrate the Feast of Christmas this year, we want to surround our entire church, our 
entire parish family, in prayer. To do this, our Confirmation students are offering our parish 
Family Prayer Ornaments to be used to both decorate the parish grounds for the Christmas 
Season as well as surrounding our church with all our family prayers.  

 

Here’s how it will work: 
  

NEXT WEEKEND, DECEMBER 1st AND 2nd, our Confirmation students will be in the 
Gathering Space before and after each Mass with ornaments they have prepared.  
 

If you choose to participate, you will be given a small colored strip of paper on which 
you may write a short prayer for your family.  
 

A student will then place your prayer and a strip of paper with your name in one of the  
prepared ornaments.  

 

The completed ornaments will then be hung on the trees surrounding our church by the  
children some time before Christmas.  

 

Please note that we are asking for a donation of $5.00 per ornament. The proceeds will go to 
purchase some new Confirmation Programs. 

 

The Family Ornaments will be a visible sign to the people in our community of our unity in faith and 
prayer. The “Prayers of our Families” will be included in the intentions we pray at Mass each week of the Advent/Christmas Season. 
Please consider being a part of our effort to join as a parish family in prayer and celebration of the Birth of Christ. 

PAGE   4 



 

 

 

St. Symphorosa School News 
4th to 8th Grade 

Fifth graders wearing their green to celebrate  
“Say No to Drugs” Week 

Seventh graders getting ready to  
enjoy the walkathon 

The 8th graders worked on a class 
project for the Grateful, Thankful, 
and Blessed event for our school. 
They personalized Jenga blocks 
with their names, blessings, and 

what they are thankful for. It was 
at the School Board event  

on November 10th. 

The sixth graders dressed as saints for the  
All Saints Day Mass 

Students in fourth grade partcipated in an 
activity called a "Scoot" to review before 

a test on the three branches of  
government. 
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St. Symphorosa  

Altar & Rosary Society News 
 

The Altar & Rosary Mass will be celebrated on  
December 2nd at the 9:30am Mass. 
 
The Altar & Rosary Society Christmas Banquet will 
be held on Tuesday, December 4th from 11am-2pm 
at New Warsaw Banquets. Please look to page 4 for 
more information.   

 

Today as we celebrate Christ the King, may we open the door of our 

heart so wide that we may listen to the voice of Jesus calling us to help 

build his kingdom here on earth. 
 

As you place your gift in the Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

poor box, know that your this gift gives the Society of St. Vincent de Paul the 

means to bring God’s kingdom of love and mercy to families in need.  
 

St. Vincent de Paul phone number: (773) 682-3342 

Dorothy Bogumil 

Fr. Ted Bojczuk 

Pat Carmody 

Michael Clifford 

Charles DeLauriea 

Chris Doherty 

Geri Gestaut 

Suzann Gunter 

Kathy Haars 

Megan High 

Heather Hradek 

Denise M. Jandura 

Rich S. Jandura 

Lee Karpinski 

Dennis Kline 

Claudia Kwilosz 

Norman Kwilosz 

James Lapsansky 

Donna Lauritzen 

Domenico Lepore 

John Martini 

Lou Mackey 

Kathleen McAuliffe 

Thomas Minnich 

Christine Mosqueda 

Genevieve Nagle 

Joe Paciga 

Baby Alexander J Pentz 

Gi Gi Picciolini 

Marie Pratt 

Ann Robertson 

Fr. John Rudnik 

Joseph Rudnik 

Ben Sajdak 

Coltyn Schmidt 

Marie Simonetti 

James Suchy 

Chalida Svatisalee 

Terry Styka 

James Thorpe 

Mary Thorpe 

Nancy Webb 

Barb Ziegler 

Michelle 

 

Sgt. Jaime A. Acosta, USMC   

Sgt. Ted Bartelmey 

CS-1 Joel Battung 

1st Sgt. Chas. Berglund, USMC 

Sgt. Naveen Bobba, USMC 

Sgt. Arthur A. Boruch, National Guard 

Hospitalman Blythe A. Cisneros, USN 

Airman Carlos Cisneros, USAF   

Sgt. Frank Cisneros, USMC 

Corpsman Nicholas J. Cundari-USN  

Captain Kevin Dobbyn, US Army 

Sgt. John Flores, IL National Guard 

SRA Andrew Gaca, USAF 

SMSGT Joseph Gaca, USAF 

Sgt. Michael Hough, US Army 

Anthony Johaniewicz, US Navy  

Lance Corp. Tim Lisenko, USMC  

Trevor Lutz, US Army  

Corporal Zachary Maderak, USMC   

Pvt1st Class Daniel Morales, US Army  

SPC Alex Ramos 

Staff Sgt. Abel Sandoval, USMC 

Sgt. 1st Class Kristina Stuhlmacher 

1LT Zachary White, IL Army NG 

Monday, November 26, 2018 
8:00am Health and all the Lord’s Blessings for Michael Wodarczyk 
  (Mary Kolimas) 
   

Tuesday, November 27, 2018 
8:00am     †Tristan James Grabner (Markham Family) 
 †Kathy Arvetis (Husband) 

 †Valeria Witkowski (Family) 
 

Wednesday, November 28, 2018 
8:00am †Geri Norbut (Family) 
 

Thursday, November 29, 2018 
8:00am Special Intention for Michael Clifford (Wife) 
  †Roberto Rodriguez (Inez Rodriguez) 
  †Lauren Vitrano  (Nancy Markham) 
   

Friday, November 30, 2018 
  Saint Andrew 
8:00am †Geanne Prokopec (Robert)  
   

Saturday, December 1, 2018 
8:00am  For all St. Symphorosa Parishioners (47) 
3:00pm Wedding of Elizabeth Humay & John Lucio 
5:00pm  †Catherine Pecoraro (Carol Gress & Family) 

 †Patrick and Della Hackett (Hackett Family) 
 

Sunday, December 2, 2018 
 First Sunday of Advent 
7:30am †Kathy Arvetis (Husband) 
 †Robert J. Ketchen, Sr. (Family) 
 †Robert Soltis (Slivka Family) 

 †Robert Huber (Arlene Scaletta) 
  †Jeri Mostowski (Mary Kolimas) 
9:30am †Alice Kouba (Family) 
 †Michael & James Gurgone (Family) 
 John Dragosetti (Rosario Dragosetti) 
11:30am Health & Blessings for Mary Rita Wish (Mr. & Mrs Carone) 
 †Johnnie Cejka (Silva Family) 

There are in the end three things that last: 
Faith, Hope, and Love, and the greatest of 

these is LOVE. 

Mass Intentions for the Week  

Wedding Banns 
III- Elizabeth Humay & John Lucio 

New Parishioners:   Welcome to our Parish!   We are so happy to 
have you join us.    
  

Sacrament of Penance:  Monday through Saturday after 8:00 am 
Mass 
  

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:  Please contact our  
Parish Office to make arrangements. 
  

Sacrament of Baptism:  Second & Fourth Sunday at 1:00pm in 
Church. Parent Preparation Session: First Thursday of every other 
Month at 7:00pm. Please contact Maggie in our Parish Office for  
assistance.   
  

Marriages: Arrangements must be made at least 6 months prior 
to the proposed date of your wedding.  Please contact Maggie in 
our Parish Office for assistance. 

Support our troops 
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