
 

 

January 20, 2019 Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

St. Symphorosa Parish 
A Family Celebrating Faith 

6135 S Austin Ave Chicago, IL  60638 

Jesus’ mother said to the servers, “Do whatever he tells you.” 
 

John 2:5 



 

 

This Sunday we begin the liturgical 
season of Ordinary Time. For many 
Sundays in this lectionary cycle 
(Cycle C), our readings will be taken 
from the Gospel of Luke. 
Occasionally, however, we will read 
from John's Gospel. This is true of 
today's Gospel reading, which 
describes the beginning of Jesus' 
ministry and his first miracle. 

 

To situate today's reading within the 
context of John's Gospel, we note 
that John's report of this event 
follows Jesus' call of his first 
disciples. John tells us that Jesus and 
his disciples were invited to this 
wedding at Cana, as was Jesus' 
mother, Mary. There is no parallel 
report of this miracle at Cana in the 
Synoptic Gospels. 

 

In the Church's liturgical history, the 
wedding feast of Cana is closely 
associated with the baptism of the 
Lord and the adoration of the infant 
Jesus by the Wise Men. In this 
context, the sign Jesus performs at 
the wedding feast is celebrated as an 
epiphany or a manifestation of Jesus' 
divinity. 

 

Yet awareness of Jesus' impending 
passion and death is ever present in 
John's Gospel. Even in this report of 
Jesus' first sign, the language used 
anticipates Jesus' passion. When 
Jesus says to his mother that his hour 
has not yet come, he protests against 
her wishes in language that John will 
use again when reporting Jesus' Last 
Supper with his disciples. When 
introducing the story of Jesus 
washing his disciples' feet, John 
writes that Jesus knew that his hour 

had come. In John's 
Gospel, Jesus is very 
much in command and 
aware of all that is to 
happen to him. 

 

Here, as elsewhere in John's Gospel, 
Mary is not mentioned by name, but 
is referred to instead as the mother of 
Jesus. Mary is influential in Jesus' 
first sign. She will also be present at 
his Crucifixion, a witness to the final 
manifestation of his divinity. 

 

John's Gospel describes seven signs 
that indicate Jesus' identity to his 
disciples. John never speaks of these 
signs as miracles because their 
importance is not in the deed that 
Jesus performs but in what these 
deeds indicate about Jesus' identity. 
Here, as when John describes the 
other signs, the disciples are said to 
begin to believe, but no mention is 
made as to whether the other 
wedding guests are even aware of 
what has happened. 

 

Marriage and wedding feasts are 
metaphors used in Scripture to 
describe God's salvation and the 
Kingdom of God. Here at the 
beginning of Jesus' public ministry, 
John's Gospel seeks to establish that 
Jesus is going to re-interpret and 
fulfill Yahweh's promise to Israel. 
Jesus establishes the New Covenant. 
A hint about what this New 
Covenant will be like is made 
evident in the deed that Jesus 
performs. Asked to do something to 
address the awkward situation that 
the absence of wine at a wedding 
feast would create, Jesus' miracle 
produces vast quantities of wine—six 

jars holding thirty gallons each are 
filled to overflowing with choice 
wine. 

 

This lavish response to a simple 
human need is a vision for us of the 
abundance of God's kingdom. It 
challenges us to respond generously 
when confronted with human need 
today. We respond as best we can, 
fully confident that God can 
transform our efforts, bringing the 
Kingdom of God to fulfillment 
among us. 

 

The sign that Jesus performed at the 
wedding feast tells us about God's 
kingdom. We believe that the 
Kingdom of God will be like an 
extraordinary feast generously 
prepared for us by God. We are 
invited to participate in this kingdom. 
Mary serves as our model. 

 

God responds to our needs and to the 
needs of our world in ways that are 
beyond anything that we can 
imagine. We follow Mary's example 
when we present these needs to God, 
confident that God will respond in 
extraordinary ways. 

 
 
 

Loyola  Press 
Sunday  Connection 

Second Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

The faithful all around the world are invited to join with Pope Francis for his  
special intention. Won’t you join in?  

The intention for the month of January is in Evangelization - Young People. 

 

That young people, especially in Latin America, follow the example of Mary and respond to 
the call of the Lord to communicate the joy of the Gospel to the world.  
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ST. SYMPHOROSA IS A  
“FAMILY CELEBRATING FAITH” 

St. Symphorosa  
           Catholic School 

773-585-6888 www.stsymphorosa.org 

Catholic Schools Week  

Open House 

 

Sunday, January 27, 2019 

11:00am-1:00pm 

 

Come see our school, meet our teachers, and learn more about 

how St. Symphorosa can provide your child with Faith, Family, 

and Academic Excellence. 
6125 S. Austin Ave  Chicago, IL 60638 

www.stsymphorosa.org 
symphorosa@comcast.net 

Parish Staff 
 

Rev. Idzi Stacherczak 
       Pastor 
 

Rev. Ted Bojczuk 
       Pastor Emeritus    
 

Rev. Norman Trela 
       Retired Priest 
 

Ken Hilliard 
       Operations Director 
 

Deacon Raul Duque 
  Music Director 
 

Magdalan Barry 
       Parish Secretary 
 

Nancy Markham 
       Office Coordinator 
 

Judy Banasiak 
       Religious Education   
 Coordinator 
 

Kathy Berry 
       Principal 
 

Chris Garza 
       Assistant Principal 

 

 

Parish Office Hours 
 

Monday through Friday 
9:00 am—7:00 pm 

 

Saturday  
9:00 am—12:00 pm 

 
 

Schedule of Masses 
 
 

Sunday 
 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 am 

 

Saturday Evening Mass 
 5:00 pm 

 

Weekdays: 8:00 am 
Monday through Saturday 

 

Holy Days:  
7:30am, 9:30 am and  

7:00 pm 

Parish School 
6125 S. Austin Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60638 

773-585-6888 

Parish Office 
6135 S. Austin Avenue  
Chicago, Illinois 60638   
773-767-1523 (phone)   

773-767-6135 (fax)                                                                
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Please join our Usher Ministry! 
 

I would like to usher at the following Mass(es): 
 

 Saturday  5:00pm 
 Sunday   7:30am 
 Sunday  9:30am 
 Sunday        11:30am 

 

Name_________________________________________________________ 
Address_______________________________________________________ 
Telephone____________________________ Email____________________ 

 

Please return completed form in the collection basket or 
to our Parish Office! 

Thank you for your consideration! 

If you would like a statement of your contributions for 2018, 
please call the Parish Office at 773.767.1523 to request one. 

  

You may also email at symphorosa@comcast.net.  
The statement can be picked up in person with a photo ID or 

emailed to you. Thank you. 

St. Symphorosa 2019 Contribution 
Statements 

Our Sanctuary Candle burning 
before the Blessed Sacrament 

for the month of January is 
offered for the following 

intentions: 

 

For the repose of the soul of 
Janet Hohm  

given by the Hohm Family 

Weekly Budget (Est.): $9,000.00 
 

Offerings for the weekend of  
January 13, 2019 

 

Contributions: $5,438.50 
Envelopes:  232  

 

Thank you for your support  
& generosity!    

 
 
 
 

January 13, 2019 

Received this week: $321.00 

Winning envelope: # 2141 

 

Reminder:  A minimum of 
$5.00 is required  

to participate.  
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SAVE THE DATE  
NATIONAL MAKE A BLANKET DAY 

Saturday, February 16, 2019 
 St. Symphorosa Sharp Center 

5940 West 62nd Street 
Chicago, IL  60638 

 
 

Please look in future bulletins for more information as the date 
nears. If you would like to learn more about Project Linus, please 

visit www.projectlinus.org. 

Thanking you for your 
thoughtfulness.  

 

I would like to extend a very large 
to the St. Symphorosa Altar and 

Rosary Society for their Christmas 
gift to St. Symphorosa Parish. The Altar & Rosary 

Society donated $1,000 that they would like 
designated to getting the Priest vestments dry 

cleaned and the excess to fund the purchase of a 
new funeral vestment with matching pall. Once 

again thank you for this wonderful gift.  
 

~Fr. Idzi 

New Addition to the 

Priest Vestments 
 

During my most recent trip to 
Poland, I decided to purchase 
a new vestment for the parish 
priests to use during wedding 

ceremonies (pictured).  
 

I also purchased new, 
thinner, easier to use 

cinctures (rope tied at the 
waist) for our St. Symphorosa Altar Servers. These 

new cinctures were purchased in green,  
white, and purple.  

 

If you have the chance to see them, let me know 
how you like them!! 

 

~Fr. Idzi 

This Tuesday, January 22, the Church 

in the United States observes the 

annual “Day of Prayer for the Legal 

Protection of Unborn Children.” We 

are called to observe this day through 

prayer and penance.  

www.usccb.org/january-22 

http://www.usccb.org/january-22


 

 

The St. Symphorosa Super 
Club will be selling raffle 
tickets for their monthly raffle 
drawings after Mass this 
weekend and next, January 26 
& 27th. 
 
Let us all congratulate the 
December Super Club Raffle 
Winners: 
George Kouba ...................... $25 
Denis Dobbyn ...................... $25 
Nick Doherty ........................ $50 
Michael Lapsansky ............ $100 
 
Thank you and good luck to all 
who participate in this raffle!! 

SUPER 
CLUB 
NEWS 

Ever wonder if 
you could 

sponsor the 
Sanctuary 
Candle? 

 
 

Well, if so, then the 
opportunity to do just 

that is here. Any St. 
Symphorosa Parish community 
member can stop by the parish office 
and sponsor our Sanctuary Candle 
for an entire calendar month. More 
than one person or family may 
sponsor during the same month but 
no more than 3. Your sponsorship 
will be acknowledged, along with the 
intention of the lit candle, during the 
chosen month in the Sunday bulletin. 
The cost to sponsor the candle will 
be $40. There is still availability for 
the 2019 calendar year.  
 

If you have any questions please 
contact the Parish Office  

at (773)767-1523. 

Did you graduate from St. Symphorosa School in 1988? 
 

If so, then please join your fellow classmates for an evening out to catch 
up and reminisce on Saturday, February 2, 2019 at 7pm at the Twisted 

Shamrock located at 6462 S. Central Ave in Chicago, IL.  
 

If you have any questions or would like more information about this 
even please contact Jose by phone at 773.663.2672 or by email at 

jnav2121@yahoo.com 
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Your Generosity Knows No Bounds 
 

I ask the entire St. Symphorosa Community to 
join me in thanking the St. Symphorosa Super 
Club. This Christmas they presented the parish 
with a $1,500 Christmas gift. This is a 
wonderful and extremely generous donation 
that will be put to great use within the parish. 
Thank you for you unyielding support and 
thoughtfulness.  
 

~Fr. Idzi 

Altar Server Appreciation 
 

On Tuesday, January 15th, we decided to honor our altar servers and their parents 
with a pizza party. Although not all of our servers and families were able to be with 
us, those who were able to attend had a wonderful time. It was during this time 
that the servers we presented with the new cinctures (rope tied at the waist) that 
were purchased for St. Symphorosa. Fr. Idzi 
took some time to teach all of those in 
attendance how to properly “knot” the 
cinctures.  
 

St. Symphorosa Parish would like to thank 
all of the altar servers and their parents for 
taking the time to be an active and present 
part of our church. Your willingness to serve 
and be a part of Mass is a testament or your 
faith and the good work your parents have 
done fostering that faith.  



 

 

Ignatius Battiato 

Dorothy Bogumil 

Fr. Ted Bojczuk 

Pat Carmody 

Michael Clifford 

Charles DeLauriea 

Chris Doherty 

Geri Gestaut 

Carol Golab 

Suzann Gunter 

Kathy Haars 

Megan High 

Dawn Hoyt 

Heather Hradek 

Denise M. Jandura 

Rich S. Jandura 

Lee Karpinski 

Dennis Kline 

Claudia Kwilosz 

Norman Kwilosz 

James Lapsansky 

Donna Lauritzen 

Domenico Lepore 

John Martini 

Lou Mackey 

Lori McCarthy 

Kathleen McAuliffe 

Thomas Minnich 

Christine Mosqueda 

Genevieve Nagle 

Baby Alexander J Pentz 

Gi Gi Picciolini 

Marie Pratt 

Ann Robertson 

Fr. John Rudnik 

Joseph Rudnik 

Ben Sajdak 

Gloria Schillings 

Coltyn Schmidt 

Kristyn Schmidt 

Marie Simonetti 

James Suchy 

Chalida Svatisalee 

Terry Styka 

James Thorpe 

Mary Thorpe 

Nancy Webb 

Barb Ziegler 

Michelle 

 
 

Sgt. Jaime A. Acosta, USMC   

Sgt. Ted Bartelmey 

CS-1 Joel Battung 

1st Sgt. Chas. Berglund, USMC 

Sgt. Naveen Bobba, USMC 

Sgt. Arthur A. Boruch, National Guard 

Hospitalman Blythe A. Cisneros, USN 

Airman Carlos Cisneros, USAF   

Sgt. Frank Cisneros, USMC 

Corpsman Nicholas J. Cundari-USN  

Captain Kevin Dobbyn, US Army 

Sgt. John Flores, IL National Guard 

 

Staff Sgt. Andrew Gaca, USAF 

Sgt. Michael Hough, US Army 

Anthony Johaniewicz, US Navy  

Lance Corp. Tim Lisenko, USMC  

Trevor Lutz, US Army  

Corporal Zachary Maderak, USMC   

Pvt1st Class Daniel Morales, US Army  

SPC Alex Ramos 

Staff Sgt. Abel Sandoval, USMC 

Sgt. 1st Class Kristina Stuhlmacher 

1LT Zachary White, IL Army NG 

Monday, January 21, 2018 
 Saint Agnes 
8:00am †Friedrich Weingartner (Pat Soltis & Family) 
    

Tuesday, January 22, 2019 
8:00am †Lerma Magbanau Coronado (St. Vincent de Paul) 
 

Wednesday, January 23, 2019 
 Saint Vincent 
 Saint Marianne Cope 
8:00am †For all the Poor Souls in Purgatory  
  (Bernadette Simpson) 
 

Thursday, January 24, 2019 
  Saint Francis de Sales, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 
8:00am For All Parishioners, Living and Deceased (9) 
   

Friday, January 25, 2019 
  The Conversion of Saint Paul, Apostle 
8:00am †Anthony Bluiss (Kathy Calcagno) 
   

Saturday, January 26, 2019 
  Saint Timothy and Saint Titus Bishops 
8:00am For All Parishioners, Living and Deceased (10) 
5:00pm  †Greg Golab (Mom & Dad) 
 †Joseph Paciga (John & Eleanor Gaca) 

 †Stephen Sears (John & Eleanor Gaca) 
 

Sunday, January 27, 2019 
 National Catholic Schools Week Begins 
7:30am †Penny Uram (Barbara Rendak) 
 †Carolyn Madej (Dad - Ray Madej) 
9:30am  Health and all the Lord’s Blessings for  
   Casey & Maria Czochara (Family) 
11:30am  †Estelle Cyrnek (Valerie & Dave) 

There are in the end three things that last: 
Faith, Hope, and Love, and the greatest of 

these is LOVE. 

Mass Intentions for the Week  

New Parishioners:   Welcome to our Parish!   We are so happy to 
have you join us.    

  

Sacrament of Penance:  Monday through Saturday after 8:00 am 
Mass  

 

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:  Please contact our 
Parish Office to make arrangements.  

 

Sacrament of Baptism:  Second & Fourth Sunday at 1:00pm in 
Church. Parent Preparation Session: First Thursday of every other 
Month at 7:00pm. Please contact Maggie in our Parish Office for 
assistance. 

    

Marriages: Arrangements must be made at least 6 months prior to 
the proposed date of your wedding.  Please contact 
Maggie in our Parish Office for assistance. 

In the Gospel today, at the wedding feast in Cana, Jesus reveals himself to his disciples and they 

began to believe in him. Everyday., God also gives us signs of his love and so we also can respond in 

faith and trust.  

Your gift to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul becomes a sign of God’s love to those who 

are suffering and you give them reason to believe and to trust.  

St. Vincent de Paul phone number: (773) 682-3342 

Support our troops 
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Due to privacy laws, names may only be added to our prayer list by immediate family.  

Please let us know when to remove a name. 

The St. Symphorosa Parish Office will be 
closed on Monday, January 21, 2019 in 
observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day. The office will reopen for regular 

business hours on Tuesday,  
January 22nd at 9am. 


