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Today we celebrate the 6th Sunday 
of Easter.   Next Sunday we celebrate 
the Feast of the Ascension and then 
we close the Easter season with the 
celebration of Pentecost.   In our 
Gospel today we read from what is 
referred to as Jesus’ farewell 
discourse.  In movies the farewell 
scene is often the time when the hero 
or heroine says something especially 
important and moving.  I suspect 
they got this idea from Jesus’ 
farewell discourse.   
 

In this Gospel Jesus reminds us of 
four important things.  
 
1. “Whoever loves me will keep my 

word.”  
 

2. He will send “The Advocate, the 
Holy Spirit” to “teach you 
everything and to remind you of 
all that I told you.”  

 

3. Peace is Jesus’ farewell gift to his 
disciples “Peace I leave with you; 
my peace I give to you.  Not as the 
world gives do I give it to you.”  

 

4. He has told us this “before it 
happens, so that when it happens 
you may believe.”   These words 
are important, and they remind us 
that even though Jesus is not 
physically present with us, he is 
still with us, nonetheless.   And 
because of the gift of the Holy 
Spirit we are enabled and 
empowered to live as his 
disciples.   

 
In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus has 
a farewell gift, the gift of peace that 
overcomes the daily stresses and 
fears. Jesus in John’s Gospel 
promises the Holy Spirit to instruct 
us in everything and to remind us of 
all he has revealed. The peace Jesus 
speaks of is not just about the 

absence of chaos or war 
but has multiple 
meanings. Jesus is 
expressing his farewell. 
In your own experience 
get in touch with your 
own emotions when you 
experience farewells.  
 

That is the setting of our Gospel 
today. Jesus is offering a farewell 
discourse to his friends and 
followers. His farewell is peace, not 
just a greeting or a good wish, but a 
peace that will take real shape in the 
presence of the Holy Spirit. This 
presence is a continuation of the 
actions and promises of Jesus for his 
disciples, in spite of the fact of his 
leaving. His departure is not 
abandonment, but a new indwelling 
presence, yielding the gift of peace. 
 

Jesus expected us to live by the 
enlightenment of the Living Spirit 
after he was no longer with them. We 
too are to welcome our sisters and 
brothers in the Church, and we are 
called to be inclusive of all people. 
The first reading is actually very 
bold. Without any explicit teaching 
of Jesus, the community was faced 
with a question about inclusion, and 
whether Greek converts needed to 
practice Jewish observances. 
 

The important thing is for us as a 
parish to continue to grow in 
hospitality when we gather for 
worship. The ritual of the Sign of 
Peace is not intended to be an 
opportunity to just say hello to others 
who gather. It presumes we are 
already united in worship, 
functioning as the Body of Christ 
together. We are reminded in the 
Sign of Peace that we share in Christ 
and to prayerfully wish one another a 
full measure of that peace. Some 

people complain that this ritual 
distracts them from preparing for 
communion, but that reflects an 
inadequate understanding of 
communion as involving only Jesus 
and the individual. We are joined in 
the body of Christ through baptism 
and we share in the sign of peace as 
we prepare to be united in 
communion. 
 

Today, when we come to the end of 
the Easter Season, Jesus challenges 
us to keep the Word of God. He 
promises us the gift of the Holy 
Spirit who will empower us to do so, 
as well as fill us with joy and inner 
peace that will calm our anxieties 
and fears. The Holy Spirit is Jesus' 
gift to us as individuals. We listen to 
him especially in prayer, guided by 
the words of Jesus. However, we live 
our faith not only as individuals but 
also as a community of believers, as 
a Church.  
 

Let us ask God today to send His 
Spirit more fully into our lives. May 
that Holy Spirit intercede for us and 
for our world so that we can 
understand the revealed Word of God 
more completely and allow our lives 
to be formed by that Word. 
 

~Fr. Idzi 

The faithful all around the world are invited to join with Pope Francis for his special intention. Won’t you join 
in? The intention for the month of May is for the Church in Africa, a Seed of Unity.  

 

That the Church in Africa, through the commitment of its members, may be the seed of unity 
among her peoples and a sign of hope for this continent.  

Sixth Sunday  

of Easter 
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Our Sanctuary Candle burning before the Blessed 
Sacrament for the month of May is offered for the 

following intentions: 

 

For the repose of the soul of Bert Rendak 
given by Barbara Anna Rendak 

 

For the repose of the soul of Tom Markham  
given by Family 

 

For a special intention for the Synal Family  
given by Bob & Shirley Synal 

www.stsymphorosa.org 
symphorosa@comcast.net 

Parish Staff 
 

Rev. Idzi Stacherczak 
       Pastor 
 

Rev. Ted Bojczuk 
       Pastor Emeritus    
 

Rev. Norman Trela 
       Retired Priest 
 

Ken Hilliard 
       Operations Director 
 

Deacon Raul Duque 
  Music Director 
 

Magdalan Barry 
       Parish Secretary 
 

Nancy Markham 
       Office Coordinator 
 

Judy Banasiak 
       Religious Education   
 Coordinator 
 

Kathy Berry 
       Principal 
 

Chris Garza 
       Assistant Principal 

 

 

Parish Office Hours 
 

Monday through Friday 
9:00 am—7:00 pm 

 

Saturday  
9:00 am—12:00 pm 

 
 

Schedule of Masses 
 
 

Sunday 
 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 am 

 

Saturday Evening Mass 
 5:00 pm 

 

Weekdays: 8:00 am 
Monday through Saturday 

 

Holy Days:  
7:30am, 9:30 am and  

7:00 pm 

Parish School 
6125 S. Austin Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60638 

773-585-6888 

Parish Office 
6135 S. Austin Avenue  
Chicago, Illinois 60638   
773-767-1523 (phone)   

773-767-6135 (fax)                                                                
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St. Symphorosa 
Altar & Rosary 
Society News 

 

On Sunday, June 2, 
2019 the Altar and 
Rosary Society will 
celebrate Mass 
together at the 
9:30am service.  
 

The Altar and 
Rosary Banquet 

will be held on Tuesday, June 4, 
2019 at the Mayfield on Archer 
Avenue. Requested donation is 
$25 per person and all are invited, 
you need not be a member to 
attend the banquet. Please contact 
Arlene Scaletta with any 
questions at 773.585.0914 
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St. Symphorosa School News 

4th thru 8th Grade April 2019 

(Pictured Above) Seventh 
grade students completing 
a “Question Trail” to help 
understand what verbals 
are and how to identify 
them. (Pictured Above and Left) 

Sixth grade Lenten service 
project - making blankets for 
sick kids 

(Pictured Right) 
The Class of 
2019 are proudly 
wearing their 
class t-shirts that 
they designed to 
church. They are 
enjoying their last 
year in grammar 
school. 

(Pictured Above) Fifth graders attend 
Reconciliation. 

(Pictured Left 
and Above) 
Fourth graders 
read, analyzed 
and annotated the 
novel Because of 
Winn-Dixie 



 

 

Dates: April 1, 2019 to April 21, 2019 

 Transactions: 134  Amount: $3,212.00 

E-Giving 
(Electronic Giving) 

 

One Stop. One Source. 
One Solution.  

 

Creating donations has 
never been easier! 
Since e-giving is 

compatible with any computer, 
smartphone or tablet, you can create an 
online account and give a single 
donation or even schedule a series of 
donations, based on your budget, 
directly from your checking account or 
by using your debit or credit card. 

 

Our online E-Giving URL address is: 

 

https://giving.ncsservices.org/App/
Giving/stsymphorosa 

 

Visit the above website or you can visit 
our Parish Website at 
“stsymphorosa.org” and hover over the 
“More” tab and click on “Donate” follow 
the directions.  It’s simple! 

 

If you have any questions, please 

contact the parish office and we will be 

glad to give you assistance. 

Ever wonder if you could 
sponsor the Sanctuary 

Candle? 

 
 

Well, if so, then the opportunity to do just 
that is here. Any St. Symphorosa Parish 

community member can stop by the parish 
office and sponsor our Sanctuary Candle for an 

entire calendar month. More than one person or family may 
sponsor during the same month but no more than 3. Your 
sponsorship will be acknowledged, along with the intention 
of the lit candle, during the chosen month in the Sunday 
bulletin. The cost to sponsor the candle will be $40. The 
book has been opened for the sanctuary candle for the 
2020 calendar year.  

 

If you have any questions please contact the Parish Office 
at (773)767-1523. 
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Split the Pot 
May 19, 2019 

 

Received this week: $305.00 

Winning envelope: #2549 
 

Reminder:  A minimum of $5.00 is 

required to participate.  

Weekly Budget (Est.): $9,000.00 

 

Offerings for the weekend of  
May 19, 2019 

Contributions: $4,800.25 
Envelopes:  251 

 

Thank you for your support & 
generosity!    

As the 25th Silver Jubilee Family Fest approaches we ask all who 
are willing and able to please sign up and donate their time any one 
of the 4 days during the festival. This fun family event runs on the 
hard word of volunteers like yourself. Form can be found in the 
gathering space of our church and turned into the parish office. The 
sacrifice of your time and energy is greatly appreciated! 
 

~Fr. Idzi 



 

 

In the Gospel  today, Jesus says to us: “Peace I leave with you; 

my peace I give to you.” 

 

By your gift to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul you 

show that you have love for one another, especially those suffering 

and poor, and that indeed you are the disciple of Jesus. 

 

St. Vincent de Paul phone number: (773) 682-3342 

 
 

Sgt. Jaime A. Acosta, USMC   

Sgt. Ted Bartelmey 

CS-1 Joel Battung 

1st Sgt. Chas. Berglund, USMC 

Sgt. Naveen Bobba, USMC 

Sgt. Arthur A. Boruch, National Guard 

Hospitalman Blythe A. Cisneros, USN 

Airman Carlos Cisneros, USAF   

Sgt. Frank Cisneros, USMC 

Corpsman Nicholas J. Cundari-USN  

Captain Kevin Dobbyn, US Army 

Sgt. John Flores, IL National Guard 

 

Staff Sgt. Andrew Gaca, USAF 

Sgt. Michael Hough, US Army 

Anthony Johaniewicz, US Navy  

Lance Corp. Tim Lisenko, USMC  

Trevor Lutz, US Army  

Corporal Zachary Maderak, USMC   

Pvt1st Class Daniel Morales, US Army  

SPC Alex Ramos 

Staff Sgt. Abel Sandoval, USMC 

Sgt. 1st Class Kristina Stuhlmacher 

1LT Zachary White, IL Army NG 

Support our troops 

The Parish Office will be closed on Monday, May 27, 2019 in 
observance of Memorial Day. The office will reopen for normal 
business hours on Tuesday, May 28, 2019.  
 

The Monday Morning Mass will be celebrated at 8am on 
Memorial Day.  

Let us pray… 
Eternal Rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 

shine upon them.  May the souls of the faithful departed, 

through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen. 
 

Gloria Terrill 

Thomas Gomez 
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Ignatius Battiato 

Dorothy Bogumil 

Fr. Ted Bojczuk 

Pat Carmody 

Michael Clifford 

Florence Comiso 

Chris Doherty 

Geri Gestaut 

Carol Golab 

Carol Gress 

Suzann Gunter 

Kathy Haars 

Megan High 

Dawn Hoyt 

Heather Hradek 

Denise M. Jandura 

Rich S. Jandura 

Lee Karpinski 

Dennis Kline 

Antoinette Kloppman 

Walter Kokoszka, Sr. 

Claudia Kwilosz 

Norman Kwilosz 

James Lapsansky 

Donna Lauritzen 

Domenico Lepore 

John Martini 

Lou Mackey 

Lori McCarthy 

Kathleen McAuliffe 

Thomas Minnich 

Christine Mosqueda 

Genevieve Nagle 

Bess Oracki 

Ray Oracki 

Baby Alexander J Pentz 

Gi Gi Picciolini 

Marie Pratt 

Ann Robertson 

Edward Robertson 

Fr. John Rudnik 

Joseph Rudnik 

Ben Sajdak 

Gloria Schillings 

Coltyn Schmidt 

Kristyn Schmidt 

James Suchy 

Chalida Svatisalee 

Terry Styka 

James Thorpe 

Mary Thorpe 

Nancy Webb 

Barb Ziegler 

Michelle 

Mass Intentions for the Week  

Monday, May 27, 2019 
 Memorial Day 
8:00am †Theresa Genovese (Barbara Rendak) 
    

Tuesday, May 28, 2019  
8:00am †Lerma Magbanua Coronado (St. Vincent de Paul Society) 
 

Wednesday, May 29, 2019 
8:00am †Roberto Rodriguez (Inez Rodriguez) 
 

Thursday, May 30, 2019 
8:00am Health and all the Lord’s blessings for  
   Charles Darwin Adeva on his birthday (Family) 
  †Charles DeLauriea (Barbara O’Hara)   
   

Friday, May 31, 2019 
  The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
8:00am †Charles DeLauriea (Barbara Rendak) 

 

Saturday, June 1, 2019 
  Saint Justin 
8:00am For all Parishioners, Living & Deceased (34) 
5:00pm †Delores Joy (Baby Brother & Me) 
  †Keith Haustein (Sears Family) 
  †George Kreis (Sears Family) 
 

Sunday, June 2, 2019 
 The Ascension of the Lord 
7:30am †Mr. & Mrs. Huber (Friend) 
9:30am †Richard Siepka (Siepka Family) 

  †Andrzej Nawalaniec (Altar & Rosary Society) 
11:30am Health and all the Lord’s blessings for Sue Lewis  
   (Pat & Cathy Carone)  
  †Estelle Cyrnek (Valerie & Dave) 

  †Charles DeLauriea (Joanne Tishka) 

There are in the end three things that last: 
Faith, Hope, and Love, and the greatest of 

these is LOVE. 

Due to privacy laws, names may only be added to our prayer list by immediate family.  

Please let us know when to remove a name. 

Happy Memorial 

Day !! 


