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Jesus said to his apostles during the 
Last Supper “I give you a new 
commandment: love one another. 
As I have loved you, so you also 
should love one another” (John 
13:34) There are different types of 
love but there is no confusion in the 
language of the New Testament. 
When Jesus speaks about love it is 
always a special type of love, 
unselfish love, loving the other for 
the other’s sake without anything in 
it for oneself. The New Testament 
writers used the word “agape” to 
describe this special type of love. 
There are other types of love in the 
New Testament; there is what we 
nowadays call friendship, and there 
is also selfish sensual love. 
Whenever Jesus uses the word 
“love” he only talks of agape, 
unselfish love, which is also the 
love God has for us. 
 

In today's gospel we hear Jesus's 
commandment. He commands us, 
first, "to love one another as He 
loves us", and second "to love in 
such a way that others are able to 
identify or recognize that we are 
his disciples." How can we love 
others as Jesus loves? There are 
several things which Jesus has 
given us as examples, things that 
apply to our own everyday lives. 
Jesus is the Son of God, the 
Messiah, our Savior, the sinless, 
truly divine but he is also truly 
human. He shows compassion for 
the sick. He cares for the poor. He 
feeds the hungry. He is kind to 
sinners. He comforts the afflicted. 
He forgives those who are cruel to 
him. These are a few examples 
from scripture which we all can 
follow and obey, so we can love 

others like Jesus loves.  
 

But we may not be able 
to love as perfectly as 
Jesus does. To love like 
Jesus loves, we must 
place others above 
ourselves. We must empty 
ourselves daily and emulate the one 
who did so unconditionally, 
wholesomely and successfully. This 
is not easy. Even though we strive 
to be like Jesus, sometimes we fail. 
However, we can always rededicate 
our life to Christ by truly repenting 
for our sins and by honestly making 
sacrifices in reparation for them. 
 

The Lord says: “Love one another 
as I have loved you.” In this 
statement, once again, Jesus 
reminds us that love is the soul of 
our Christian life. It is not the 
liturgy or the cultic worship but 
love which is the core and the soul 
of our Christian life. 
 

When St. Bernard was asked, what 
is the measure of love, he 
answered: “The measure of love is 
to love without measure.” Our Lord 
Jesus Christ gave us an example of 
a love without measure. He did not 
condemn Mary Magdalene. He 
called St. Matthew to be His 
apostle even though Matthew was a 
tax collector and a sinner. He even 
was not afraid to touch and heal the 
sick and stretched out his hands to 
the lepers who were considered as 
‘untouchables’ during that time 
because nobody wanted to touch 
them and be near to them. 
 

When we have to love and forgive 
after a difficult situation it is even 
clearer that Jesus’ commandment to 
love is a new one that we can live 

only with the grace of Jesus, with 
the grace of Jesus in the Eucharist 
and Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
We understand what Paul said in 
the first reading, that we have to 
endure many hardships before 
entering the kingdom of heaven 
(Acts 14:22). 
 

It is only with the grace of God that 
we love our neighbor as ourselves 
in this new way. It is only by living 
every day with Jesus that we can 
love our neighbor as ourselves in 
this new way. Can we live our day 
in such a way that we are in 
communion with Jesus in some 
way all day? It is only by living our 
day with Jesus that we can love as 
he loved. 
 

That's why we gather week after 
week to report and share with each 
other what God does for us and 
how he opens the door of faith to 
us. In time, as Saint Paul says in 
Galatians (5:22-23) we will reap 
the benefits of stronger "faith, 
peace, joy, love, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
self-control and eternal life." The 
more we sow in the Spirit, the more 
we will reap spiritual things. 
 
~Fr. Idzi 

The faithful all around the world are invited to join with Pope Francis for his special intention. Won’t you join 
in? The intention for the month of May is for the Church in Africa, a Seed of Unity.  

 

That the Church in Africa, through the commitment of its members, may be the seed of unity 
among her peoples and a sign of hope for this continent.  

Fifth Sunday  

of Easter 
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Our Sanctuary Candle burning before the Blessed 
Sacrament for the month of May is offered for the 

following intentions: 

 

For the repose of the soul of Bert Rendak 
given by Barbara Anna Rendak 

 

For the repose of the soul of Tom Markham  
given by Family 

 

For a special intention for the Synal Family  
given by Bob & Shirley Synal 

www.stsymphorosa.org 
symphorosa@comcast.net 

Parish Staff 
 

Rev. Idzi Stacherczak 
       Pastor 
 

Rev. Ted Bojczuk 
       Pastor Emeritus    
 

Rev. Norman Trela 
       Retired Priest 
 

Ken Hilliard 
       Operations Director 
 

Deacon Raul Duque 
  Music Director 
 

Magdalan Barry 
       Parish Secretary 
 

Nancy Markham 
       Office Coordinator 
 

Judy Banasiak 
       Religious Education   
 Coordinator 
 

Kathy Berry 
       Principal 
 

Chris Garza 
       Assistant Principal 

 

 

Parish Office Hours 
 

Monday through Friday 
9:00 am—7:00 pm 

 

Saturday  
9:00 am—12:00 pm 

 
 

Schedule of Masses 
 
 

Sunday 
 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 am 

 

Saturday Evening Mass 
 5:00 pm 

 

Weekdays: 8:00 am 
Monday through Saturday 

 

Holy Days:  
7:30am, 9:30 am and  

7:00 pm 

Parish School 
6125 S. Austin Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60638 

773-585-6888 

Parish Office 
6135 S. Austin Avenue  
Chicago, Illinois 60638   
773-767-1523 (phone)   

773-767-6135 (fax)                                                                

Through the generous donation of the St. Symphorosa Altar & Rosary Society we 
now have a beautiful new Funeral Vestment and Pall. These items were displayed 
and blessed this past weekend, Sunday, May 12, 2019 during the 9:30am.  
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Congratulations to our 

First Communion 

Class of 2019!  
 

Jesus comes to be with you and 
love you in your First 

Communion.  
 

May He bless you, care for you, 
and always love you. 
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St. Symphorosa School News 

Pre-K thru 3rd Grade April 2019 

(Pictured Left) This month, 
preschool began learning 
about robotics and 
engineering thanks to the Big 
Shoulders Fund! The 
foundation was so generous, 
the lent Miss Rohan’s class 
the robots Dash, Dot, Sphero, 
as well as Osmo and a green 
screen to explore for the next 
month! We have had so 
much fun with our robots and 
look forward to learning 
more as we continue to 
explore technology in new, 
expanded forms!  

(Pictured Above) Second graders making 
stained glass prayer jars at the First 
Communion retreat. 

(Pictured Above) Kindergarten packed 92 Easter baskets for the 
children that will be at Advocate Children’s Hospital during the 
Easter holiday. The baskets were filled with toys, storybooks and an 
Easter card, made by a kindergarten child.  

(Pictured Below) First graders 
enjoy using the classroom 
iPads during reading groups. 

(Pictured Left) 
Third grade 
students worked 
in groups to read 
different 
biographies. 
They analyzed 
and discussed the 
books, researched 
challenging 
vocabulary and 
wrote critical 
thinking 
questions. 



 

 

Mother’s Day 2019 
 

“Her children rise up and praise her...” 
Proverbs 31:28 
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Split the Pot 
May 12, 2019 

 

Received this week: $367.00 

Winning envelope: #3207 
 

Reminder:  A minimum of $5.00 is 

required to participate.  

Weekly Budget (Est.): $9,000.00 

 

Offerings for the weekend of  
May 12, 2019 

Contributions: $5,260.25 
Envelopes:  259 

 

Thank you for your support & 
generosity!    



 

 

 

Ignatius Battiato 

Dorothy Bogumil 

Fr. Ted Bojczuk 

Pat Carmody 

Michael Clifford 

Florence Comiso 

Chris Doherty 

Geri Gestaut 

Carol Golab 

Carol Gress 

Suzann Gunter 

Kathy Haars 

Megan High 

Dawn Hoyt 

Heather Hradek 

Denise M. Jandura 

Rich S. Jandura 

Lee Karpinski 

Dennis Kline 

Antoinette Kloppman 

Walter Kokoszka, Sr. 

Claudia Kwilosz 

Norman Kwilosz 

James Lapsansky 

Donna Lauritzen 

Domenico Lepore 

John Martini 

Lou Mackey 

Lori McCarthy 

Kathleen McAuliffe 

Thomas Minnich 

Christine Mosqueda 

Genevieve Nagle 

Bess Oracki 

Ray Oracki 

Baby Alexander J Pentz 

Gi Gi Picciolini 

Marie Pratt 

Ann Robertson 

Edward Robertson 

Fr. John Rudnik 

Joseph Rudnik 

Ben Sajdak 

Gloria Schillings 

Coltyn Schmidt 

Kristyn Schmidt 

James Suchy 

Chalida Svatisalee 

Terry Styka 

James Thorpe 

Mary Thorpe 

Nancy Webb 

Barb Ziegler 

Michelle 

 
 

Sgt. Jaime A. Acosta, USMC   

Sgt. Ted Bartelmey 

CS-1 Joel Battung 

1st Sgt. Chas. Berglund, USMC 

Sgt. Naveen Bobba, USMC 

Sgt. Arthur A. Boruch, National Guard 

Hospitalman Blythe A. Cisneros, USN 

Airman Carlos Cisneros, USAF   

Sgt. Frank Cisneros, USMC 

Corpsman Nicholas J. Cundari-USN  

Captain Kevin Dobbyn, US Army 

Sgt. John Flores, IL National Guard 

 

Staff Sgt. Andrew Gaca, USAF 

Sgt. Michael Hough, US Army 

Anthony Johaniewicz, US Navy  

Lance Corp. Tim Lisenko, USMC  

Trevor Lutz, US Army  

Corporal Zachary Maderak, USMC   

Pvt1st Class Daniel Morales, US Army  

SPC Alex Ramos 

Staff Sgt. Abel Sandoval, USMC 

Sgt. 1st Class Kristina Stuhlmacher 

1LT Zachary White, IL Army NG 

There are in the end three things that last: 
Faith, Hope, and Love, and the greatest of 

these is LOVE. 

Mass Intentions for the Week  

Wedding Banns 
III- Laurel Jensby and Mitchell Steinbrenner 

In the Gospel  today, Jesus says “I give you a new commandment: love one another...This is how all will 

know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

By your gift to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul you show that you 

have love for one another, especially those suffering and poor, and 

that indeed you are the disciple of Jesus. 

St. Vincent de Paul phone number: (773) 682-3342 

Support our troops 
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Due to privacy laws, names may only be added to our prayer list by immediate family.  

Please let us know when to remove a name. 

Monday, May 20, 2019 
 Saint Bernardine of Siena 
8:00am †Charles DeLauriea (Christ Doherty) 
    

Tuesday, May 21, 2019  
 Saint Christopher Magallanes 
8:00am †Bob Kolimas (Mary Kolimas) 

 †Christine Staszel (Barbara Rendak) 
 

Wednesday, May 22, 2019 
 Saint Rita of Cascia 
8:00am †Eleanor Bluiss (Kathy Calcagno) 
 

Thursday, May 23, 2019 
8:00am †Pedro Alvarez (Family) 
  †Macaria Battung (Rosario Battung) 

  †All the Poor Soul’s in Purgatory (Rosario Battung) 

   

Friday, May 24, 2019 
8:00am †Bert Rendak (Barbara Rendak) 

 

Saturday, May 25, 2019 
  Saint Bede the Venerable 
  Saint Gregory VII, Pope 
  Saint Mary Magdalene de’Pazzi 
8:00am †Lerma Magbanua Coronado (St. Vincent de Paul Society) 
1:00pm Wedding - Laurel Jensby & Mitchel Steinbrenner 
5:00pm †Greg Golab (Mom & Dad) 
  †Robert Fitzgerald (Delores Rooney - Sears) 
  Jan Sochacki (Walter Sochacki) 
  Charles DeLauriea  
   (St. Symphorosa Altar & Rosary Society) 
 

Sunday, May 26, 2019 
7:30am †Andrzej Z. Nawalaniec (Arlene Scaletta) 
9:30am †Thomas Calcagno (Kathy Calcagno) 
  †Maria Alvarez & James Sullivan (Family) 
  †Patricia M. Noffsinger (Diana Schmidt) 

  †Antoinette Dolan (Rich & Marge Marcello) 
11:30am Health and all the Lord’s blessings for Sue Lewis  
   (Pat & Cathy Carone)  
  †Mathias Ruisz, Jr. (Fr. Idzi) 
  †Charles DeLauriea (Barb Grzenia) 


