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Today we celebrate the Lord’s baptism 
by John in the River Jordan.  This 
celebration marks a turning point in the 
Church’s Liturgical Calendar because 
today we end the Christmas season and 
tomorrow, we begin the Ordinary Time 
of the Year.   
 

Because of the sin of our first parents, 
every human person is born with 
original sin which makes life of grace 
impossible.  According to the Jewish 
religious tradition, every Jew must go 
through some ritual actions in order to 
be right with God.  When Jesus was 
born, he identified with some of these 
ritual performances, namely, 
Circumcision (Lk 2:21); Presentation 
to the Temple (Luke 2:22-23) and 
Baptism (Mt 3:13-17).  Baptism at this 
time had different kinds of meaning.  It 
might be administered for the purposes 
of cleansing or to be right with God or 
to show belief in God or as a sign of 
repentance or as a requirement for 
membership into Judaism, etc.  Jesus 
may have received baptism to identify 
with Judaism so as to be accepted 
when he begins to minister to the Jews 
as one who professes the same 
Religion with them.  It is true that John 
who baptized him, baptized people for 
repentance (Matt 3:11), but Jesus was 
like us in all things except sin (Phil 
2:7; Heb 4:15; Rom 8:3).  The bottom 
line is that Jesus does not need baptism 
for repentance but accepts it to fulfill 
all righteousness involved in becoming 
right with God according to the Jewish 
worship tradition (Matt 3:14-15).  
Today, to become right with God, to 
be born into the family of God, we 
receive Christian Baptism and the 
grace of son-ship. 
 

In the Baptism of Jesus, God revealed 
that baptism is much more than water 

cleansing and or purifications.  It is a 
birth place in which the recipient is 
born again into the family of God 
through the Holy Spirit.  In this 
encounter, the glory of Jesus was 
revealed when the Holy Spirit came 
upon him and God declared “This is 
my beloved Son in whom I am well 
pleased”, showing the kind of 
baptism Jesus was to bring about, and 
which was prophesied by John the 
Baptist “But after me will come the 
one … who will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and with fire (Math 3:11).  
Is it any wonder why Jesus told 
Nicodemus that “unless one is born 
again with water and the Holy Spirit 
will not enter the kingdom of heaven 
(John 3:3-5)?  
 

It is important to note here that while 
Jesus did not baptize any one during 
his earthly ministry (John 4:2), the 
Baptism he received is different from 
what he taught his disciples to do.  He 
commissioned them in the new 
dispensation to baptize with the Spirit 
(Matt 28:19) which makes Jesus’ 
baptism different from the many 
dimensions of baptisms in existence in 
his time.   This way the disciples 
administered the sacrament of baptism 
to all their converts before they join 
the faith and worship with them (Acts 
2:38-39). 
 

In his baptism, Jesus laid the 
foundation for a new dispensation of 
grace.  From hence through the 
Sacrament of Baptism, the recipient 
establishes a union with the Holy 
Trinity – Father, Son and the Holy 
Spirit.  
 

This way baptism becomes the 
gateway to the life of grace and the 
door which gives access to the other 

sacraments.  In so doing, it defines the 
believer’s rights and responsibilities as 
a Christian, privileges and mission.   
 

So, baptism units us with Christ, and in 
this union,  we find the strength to go 
about doing good after the manner of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, 
living as beloved sons and daughters 
by faith in the Son of God who lives in 
us (Gal 2:20; Col 2:20-3:4).  It is the 
duty of the baptized then to make this 
life of grace a daily living by avoiding 
sin (Jn 8:34-36). 
 

On this Sunday, I offer a great activity 
for you all. Take the time to find your 
place and date of baptism, if you are 
not sure, and your parents or 
godparents are still living, ask them. 
Ask those who may have attended the 
baptism to reminisce what happened 
that day. Take the time to find your 
baptismal certificate or even look 
through pictures from that particular 
day as you were welcomed and 
received into the Roman Catholic 
Church.  
 
~Fr. Idzi 

The Baptism of Our Lord 

The faithful all around the world are invited to join with Pope Francis for his  
special intention. Won’t you join in?  

The intention for the month of January is in Evangelization - Young People. 

 

That young people, especially in Latin America, follow the example of Mary and respond to 
the call of the Lord to communicate the joy of the Gospel to the world.  
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www.stsymphorosa.org 
symphorosa@comcast.net 

Parish Staff 
 

Rev. Idzi Stacherczak 
       Pastor 
 

Rev. Ted Bojczuk 
       Pastor Emeritus    
 

Rev. Norman Trela 
       Retired Priest 
 

Ken Hilliard 
       Operations Director 
 

Deacon Raul Duque 
  Music Director 
 

Magdalan Barry 
       Parish Secretary 
 

Nancy Markham 
       Office Coordinator 
 

Judy Banasiak 
       Religious Education   
 Coordinator 
 

Kathy Berry 
       Principal 
 

Chris Garza 
       Assistant Principal 

 

 

Parish Office Hours 
 

Monday through Friday 
9:00 am—7:00 pm 

 

Saturday  
9:00 am—12:00 pm 

 
 

Schedule of Masses 
 
 

Sunday 
 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 am 

 

Saturday Evening Mass 
 5:00 pm 

 

Weekdays: 8:00 am 
Monday through Saturday 

 

Holy Days:  
7:30am, 9:30 am and  

7:00 pm 

Parish School 
6125 S. Austin Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60638 

773-585-6888 

Parish Office 
6135 S. Austin Avenue  
Chicago, Illinois 60638   
773-767-1523 (phone)   

773-767-6135 (fax)                                                                
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If you would like a 
statement of your 

contributions for 2018, 
please call the Parish 

Office at 773.767.1523 to 
request one. 

  

You may also email at 
symphorosa@comcast.net.  

The statement can be 
picked up in person with a 

photo ID or emailed to 
you. Thank you. 

St. Symphorosa 
2019 

Contribution 
Statements 

Ever wonder if 
you could 

sponsor the 
Sanctuary 
Candle? 

 
 

Well, if so, then the 
opportunity to do just that 

i s  h e r e .  A n y  S t . 
Symphorosa Parish community member 
can stop by the parish office and sponsor 
our Sanctuary Candle for an entire 
calendar month. More than one person or 
family may sponsor during the same 
month but no more than 3. Your 
sponsorship will be acknowledged, along 
with the intention of the lit candle, during 
the chosen month in the Sunday bulletin. 
The cost to sponsor the candle will be 
$40. There is still availability for the 2019 
calendar year.  
 

If you have any questions please contact 
the Parish Office at (773)767-1523. 

During the month of November, the  following 
amounts were collected for special 

Collections. 
 

All Saint’s Day .......................................................... $36 
All Soul’s Day ........................................................... $46 
Building & Maintenance .................................. $1,706.50 
Candle Money ................................................ $1,908.44 
Catch-Up Offering .................................................... $48 
Cath. Campaign for Human Development ............... $26 
Immaculate Conception ....................................... $1,295 
Our Lady of Guadalupe .......................................... $235 
Parish Debt Reduction ...................................... $716.50 
Religious Retirement ...................................... $1,926.15 
School Support ....................................................... $368 
Sharing Parish (Maternity BVM) ...................................... $57 
Solemnity of Mary/New Year’s Day ........................ $121 
St. Vincent de Paul (Thanksgiving) ........................ $293 
World Mission Sunday .............................................. $11 
 

Thank you for your kindness & generosity! 

Our Sanctuary Candle burning 
before the Blessed Sacrament 

for the month of January is 
offered for the following 

intentions: 

 

For the repose of the soul of 
Janet Hohm  

given by the Hohm Family 

 

 

 

Dates: December 17 to  

December 31, 2018 

  

Transactions: 89 

 

Amount: $1,985.00 

Weekly Budget (Est.): $9,000.00 
 

Offerings for the weekend of  
December 30, 2018  

 

Contributions: $5,287.25 
Envelopes:  276  

 

January 6, 2019 

 

Contributions: $6,841.26 
Envelopes: 292 

 

Thank you for your support  
& generosity!    

 
 
 
 

December 30, 2018  

Received this week: $380.00 

Winning envelope: # 136  

 

January 6, 2018 
Received this week: $341 
Winning Envelope: #115 

 

 

Reminder:  A minimum of 
$5.00 is required  

to participate.  
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SAVE THE DATE  
NATIONAL MAKE A BLANKET DAY 

Saturday, February 16, 2019 
 St. Symphorosa Sharp Center 

5940 West 62nd Street 
Chicago, IL  60638 

 
 

Please look in future bulletins for more information as the date 
nears. If you would like to learn more about Project Linus, please 

visit www.projectlinus.org. 

Thank you to everyone 
for their generosity this 
Christmas Season to 
St. Symphorosa 

Parish. It is truly and 
greatly appreciated. Our 

Christmas Offertory was $22,084.72.  
 

May the Good Lord bless you all through all the 
days of your lives.   

~Fr. Idzi 

Please help me in thanking  
Mr. & Mrs. Casey & Maria Czochara 
for making adjustments to our beautiful 

candle stands. They have been fitted 
with removable candle holders so that 
we may be able to properly display the 

new oil candles at the altar.  
 

~Fr. Idzi 

Week of Prayer for  
Christian Unity  

 

January 18-25, 2019 



 

 

SHOPAROO 
Shop for any product, at any store 

Snap a picture of your receipts 
Earn for your school 

 

This is the easiest fundraiser you will ever be a 
part of. Just download the Shoparoo app to your 
phone from the Apple or Google Store. Register 

for our school, St. Symphorosa Elementary School, 
take pictures of your receipts and submit. 

  
You can buy anything, anywhere, anytime. There 

are limited restrictions (i.e. how many grocery 
receipts uploaded in a certain period of time) 

 
Download, join, and help support our St. 

Symphorosa School!!!! 
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This past Christmas season you 
may have noticed two beautiful 
new banners framing our altar in 
the sanctuary area. Please join me 
in thanking Bernadette and 
Monica Wodke for this wonderful 
and generous donation to our 
parish.  
 

~Fr. Idzi 

Thank 
You 

 
Thank you to everyone who donated to our 

Christmas Flowers collection. The collection this 
year raised $2,375. This collection taking during the 

Christmas and Easter season helps our church 
have the opportunity to purchase fresh flowers 
throughout the entire year for many different 

holidays and events.  
 

I would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to  
Mr. & Mrs. Tom & Margaret DeRose for the very 
generous donation given towards the flowers that 
were displayed in our church during the Christmas 

season. 
 

~Fr. Idzi 

I would like to thank the volunteers who helped make the 
angel ornaments for our annual Advent Giving Tree Project. 
Great appreciation goes to these people who took time in 
their busy day to make our ornaments this year: Sharon 
Arends, Lor Broderick, Sally Englund, Nincy Giron, Mary 
Gonzales, Joan Hamann, Fran Higgins, Kathy Hynes, George 
Kouba, Nancy Kukulski, Rita Lane, Maria Lopez, Karen Mrozek, 
Kathy Pacino, Taffy Ptaszewski, Elizabeth Rosales, Arlene 
Scaletta, Joanne Shope, Pam Sobeske, Pat Soltis, Cheryl 
Soltys, the Zygadlo Sisters, and Ruth Simon. The project was 
made easier because of their generous efforts. 
 

A special thank you goes to Greg, Kathy, and Laura Pacino who 
have sorted and delivered the gifts for well over 20 years.  
Their work is truly appreciated. 
 

And a huge thank you to all of our parishioners who donated 
gifts to our project.  We were able to send approximately 
1,000 gifts to the five charitable agencies to assist them in 
their work with veterans and needy families.  St. Symphorosa 
is truly a Family Celebrating Faith! 
 

Mary Lou Kolasinski 

 
Did you graduate from St. Symphorosa School in 1988? 

 

If so, then please join your fellow classmates for an evening 
out to catch up and reminisce on Saturday, February 2, 2019 

at 7pm at the Twisted Shamrock located at  
6462 S. Central Ave in Chicago, IL.  

 

If you have any questions or would like more information 
about this even please contact Jose by phone at 

773.663.2672 or by email at jnav2121@yahoo.com 



 

 

Let us pray… 

Eternal Rest grant unto them, O Lord, and 

let perpetual light shine upon them.  May the 

souls of the faithful departed, through the 

mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen. 

Colette “Cookie” Findysz 

E-Giving (Electronic Giving) 
 

One Stop. One Source. One Solution.  

 

Creating donations has never been 
easier! Since e-giving is compatible with 
any computer, smartphone or tablet, you 

can create an online account and give a single donation or 
even schedule a series of donations, based on your budget, 
directly from your checking account or by using your debit or 
credit card.  

 

Our online E-Giving URL address is:  

 

giving.ncsservices.org/stsymphorosa 

 

Visit the above website or you can visit our Parish Website 
at “stsymphorosa.org” and select the “More” tab and then 
the “GIVING” link and follow the directions.  It’s simple! 
 

If you have any questions, please contact the parish office 

and we will be glad to give you assistance. 

Ignatius Battiato 

Dorothy Bogumil 

Fr. Ted Bojczuk 

Pat Carmody 

Michael Clifford 

Charles DeLauriea 

Chris Doherty 

Geri Gestaut 

Suzann Gunter 

Kathy Haars 

Megan High 

Dawn Hoyt 

Heather Hradek 

Denise M. Jandura 

Rich S. Jandura 

Lee Karpinski 

Dennis Kline 

Claudia Kwilosz 

Norman Kwilosz 

James Lapsansky 

Donna Lauritzen 

Domenico Lepore 

John Martini 

Lou Mackey 

Lori McCarthy 

Kathleen McAuliffe 

Thomas Minnich 

Christine Mosqueda 

Genevieve Nagle 

Marge Novak 

Baby Alexander J Pentz 

Gi Gi Picciolini 

Marie Pratt 

Ann Robertson 

Fr. John Rudnik 

Joseph Rudnik 

Ben Sajdak 

Gloria Schillings 

Coltyn Schmidt 

Kristyn Schmidt 

Marie Simonetti 

James Suchy 

Chalida Svatisalee 

Terry Styka 

James Thorpe 

Mary Thorpe 

Nancy Webb 

Barb Ziegler 

Michelle 

 
 

Sgt. Jaime A. Acosta, USMC   

Sgt. Ted Bartelmey 

CS-1 Joel Battung 

1st Sgt. Chas. Berglund, USMC 

Sgt. Naveen Bobba, USMC 

Sgt. Arthur A. Boruch, National Guard 

Hospitalman Blythe A. Cisneros, USN 

Airman Carlos Cisneros, USAF   

Sgt. Frank Cisneros, USMC 

Corpsman Nicholas J. Cundari-USN  

Captain Kevin Dobbyn, US Army 

Sgt. John Flores, IL National Guard 

 

Staff Sgt. Andrew Gaca, USAF 

Sgt. Michael Hough, US Army 

Anthony Johaniewicz, US Navy  

Lance Corp. Tim Lisenko, USMC  

Trevor Lutz, US Army  

Corporal Zachary Maderak, USMC   

Pvt1st Class Daniel Morales, US Army  

SPC Alex Ramos 

Staff Sgt. Abel Sandoval, USMC 

Sgt. 1st Class Kristina Stuhlmacher 

1LT Zachary White, IL Army NG 

Monday, January 14, 2018 
8:00am †Jane Loye (Phil Kujawa) 
    

Tuesday, January 15, 2019 
8:00am †Kevin Feret (Markham Family) 
 †John Kolimas (Mary Kolimas) 
 

Wednesday, January 16, 2019 
8:00am †Lerma Magbanau Coronado (St. Vincent de Paul) 
 

Thursday, January 17, 2019 
  Saint Anthony, Abbot 
8:00am †Colette Findysz (Christine Woloszyn) 
   

Friday, January 18, 2019 
8:00am For All Parishioners, Living and Deceased (7) 
   

Saturday, January 19, 2019 
8:00am †Bob Kolimas (Mary Kolimas) 
5:00pm  †Joseph Slowinski (Daughters & Families) 

 †Jeanette Sullivan (Eleanor Pastorek) 
 †Esperanza Escamilla (Family) 
 

Sunday, January 20, 2019 
 The Baptism of the Lord 
7:30am For All Parishioners, Living and Deceased (8) 
9:30am  †Pauline Hojdik (Hojdik Family) 

  †Rich & Millie Newtoff (Family) 
  †Armon Schmidt (Diana Schmidt) 
11:30am Health and all the Lord’s Blessings for Elena Puente  
   (Puente Family) 
 †John Stachon (Family) 

There are in the end three things that last: 
Faith, Hope, and Love, and the greatest of 

these is LOVE. 

Mass Intentions for the Week  

New Parishioners:   Welcome to our Parish!   We are so happy to 
have you join us.    

  

Sacrament of Penance:  Monday through Saturday after 8:00 am 
Mass  

 

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:  Please contact our 
Parish Office to make arrangements.  

 

Sacrament of Baptism:  Second & Fourth Sunday at 1:00pm in 
Church. Parent Preparation Session: First Thursday of every other 
Month at 7:00pm. Please contact Maggie in our Parish Office for 
assistance. 

    

Marriages: Arrangements must be made at least 6 months prior to 
the proposed date of your wedding.  Please contact 
Maggie in our Parish Office for assistance. 

After Jesus was baptized, he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and a voice was heard 

“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” As we give to the poor, we also can hear 

these same words.  

As you help those who are suffering, know in your heart the truth of the words “you are 

my beloved in whom I am well pleased”. 

St. Vincent de Paul phone number: (773) 682-3342 

Support our troops 
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Due to privacy laws, names may only be added to our prayer list by immediate family.  

Please let us know when to remove a name. 


