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Jesus’ parable of the barren fig tree 
challenged His listeners to consider 
what causes fruitfulness or 
barrenness in their lives. Fig trees 
were a common and important 
source of food for the Jews. Bad 
figs or a decaying fig tree was 
linked with evil deeds and spiritual 
decay. The unfruitful fig tree 
symbolized the outcome of Israel’s 
unresponsiveness to the word of 
God. The prophets Joel, Habakuk, 
and Jeremiah all depicted the 
languishing fig tree as signifying 
the desolation and calamity of 
Israel due to her unfaithfulness to 
God. 

 

This parable of Jesus depicts the 
patience of God with us, but it also 
contains a warning that we should 
not presume upon it. God gives us 
time to get right with Him and to 
bear good fruit in our lives, but we 
must remember that that time is 
now. We cannot assume that there 
is no hurry. A sudden life-
threatening illness and unexpected 
death leaves us no time to settle our 
accounts when each of us must 
stand before the Lord on that day of 
judgment.  
 

Jesus warns us for our own good so 
that we will be fruitful and ready at 
all times to give our account to the 
Lord. Tolerating sinful habits and 
excusing unrepentant sin has clear 
consequences for our lives. They 
not only lead to spiritual barrenness 
but spiritual death as well. The 
Lord in His mercy gives us grace 
and time to turn away from sin and 
from an attitude of worldliness that 

opposes God’s will; but that 
time to turn away from sin is 
right now. If we delay, even 
for a day, we may discover 
that grace has passed us by 
and our time is up. 

 

This third Sunday of Lent, 
Jesus is asking us to take a good 
look at ourselves and take 
advantage of that chance to 
“fertilize our tree and to see how it 
can be more fruitful” before it’s too 
late. Aware that death may come 
anytime, and that for some of us, it 
may truly be the last year, the last 
Lent to reform our ways and return 
to God. We are all challenged by 
Jesus to grow continually in faith, 
by being a truly loving person 
(loving God and loving all those 
around us) and not merely “survive 
personally” as a Christian (by just 
staying out of sin and refraining 
from doing good). 

 

It is never too late for God. The 
only ‘yes’ in my life that God is 
interested in is my ‘yes’ of now. He 
is totally a God of now. ‘I am who 
am’. In today’s gospel, the fig tree 
is given every opportunity, and 
more and more time, in the hope 
that it might produce fruit, and give 
some return for the work put into 
its cultivation. The gardener asks 
for one more year, for one more 
chance. Earlier we are told that the 
owner of the farm had come again 
and again to see if there was any 
fruit on it, but each time he was 
disappointed. Remember this is a 
parable, and not a true story.  
 

The reference to time is stressing a 

very lengthy time; something like a 
life-time. If the Father is the owner, 
and Jesus is the gardener, and we 
are the fig tree, then we can view 
the situation from three different 
view-points. While the Father is 
looking for some response, Jesus is 
pleading for one more chance, and 
we, on the other hand, may be 
happy to go along with the idea 
that, yes, we must do something, 
but not yet. Why do today what I 
can put off till to-morrow? All diets 
begin on Monday.  
 

Lent is indeed that time of the year 
during which we can apply for 
God’s assistance to bring us more 
and more to life. More life means 
more daily actions of being who we 
are and letting go of those habits 
and desires which lead to 
selfishness and insensitivity to the 
plight of the poor, the needy, and 
the suffering. We apply for this 
help through the sacraments, 
personal prayer, and allowing Lent 
to be the “joyful season” of our 
coming alive to being God’s new 
creation again. 
 
Word Alive 

The faithful all around the world are invited to 
join with Pope Francis for his special 

intention. Won’t you join in? The intention for 
the month of March is for Christians Communities. 

 

That Christian communities, especially 
those who are persecuted, feel that they 
are close to Christ and have their rights 

respected. 
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March 17, 2019 
 

Received this week: 
$368.00 

Winning envelope: 
#3208 

Reminder:  A minimum of 

$5.00 is required to participate.  

Weekly Budget (Est.): $9,000.00 

 

Offerings for the weekend of  
March 17, 2019 

 

Contributions: $5,436.85 
Envelopes:  248 

 

Thank you for your support & generosity!    

Third Sunday  

of Lent 



 

 

www.stsymphorosa.org 
symphorosa@comcast.net 

Parish Staff 
 

Rev. Idzi Stacherczak 
       Pastor 
 

Rev. Ted Bojczuk 
       Pastor Emeritus    
 

Rev. Norman Trela 
       Retired Priest 
 

Ken Hilliard 
       Operations Director 
 

Deacon Raul Duque 
  Music Director 
 

Magdalan Barry 
       Parish Secretary 
 

Nancy Markham 
       Office Coordinator 
 

Judy Banasiak 
       Religious Education   
 Coordinator 
 

Kathy Berry 
       Principal 
 

Chris Garza 
       Assistant Principal 

 

 

Parish Office Hours 
 

Monday through Friday 
9:00 am—7:00 pm 

 

Saturday  
9:00 am—12:00 pm 

 
 

Schedule of Masses 
 
 

Sunday 
 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 am 

 

Saturday Evening Mass 
 5:00 pm 

 

Weekdays: 8:00 am 
Monday through Saturday 

 

Holy Days:  
7:30am, 9:30 am and  

7:00 pm 

Parish School 
6125 S. Austin Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60638 

773-585-6888 

Parish Office 
6135 S. Austin Avenue  
Chicago, Illinois 60638   
773-767-1523 (phone)   

773-767-6135 (fax)                                                                
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St. Symphorosa  
Boy Scout Troop 1439 

 

Invites you to their  

 

“All You Can Eat Pancake Breakfast”  

 

Sunday, April 7th, 2019  

8:30am - 1pm 

 

St. Symphorosa I Hall 
5952 W 62nd St. 

Chicago, IL  60638 

 

     Cost is $7 per person and $5 for children ages 3-11yrs old 
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On a recent trip to 

Lincoln Park Zoo, 

the third graders 

learn about 

Adaptations, then 

use the information 

to observe animals 

throughout the 

zoo. 

First graders 
made sheep 
after learning 
in religion that 
Jesus is our 

Good 
Shepherd 

Second Graders practicing reading skills on 
the Superkids app. 

This month we learned ways to be kind and love one another in honor 
of Valentine’s Day! We made mailboxes with our families and brought 
in Valentine’s day treats that we passed out to all of our friends in our 

class! We love preschool so much! 

Kindergarteners have aged beginning school 100 days ago. In celebrating 

100 days of school, they created necklaces made from 100 fruit loops, and 

discussed what they would purchase if they had $100.00 to spend.  

4th grade students used technology during Social Studies. They used 
a green screen and an app called "DoInk" to make it appear as if they 

were standing inside their state dioramas. Students then read state 
reports in front of the green screen. It was an interesting effect! 



 

 

Our Sanctuary Candle burning before the Blessed 
Sacrament for the month of March is offered for the 

following intentions: 

 

For all members of the DeRose, Klotz, Smuskiewicz, 
Libert and Carbone Families, living and deceased 

given by Maggie and Tom DeRose 
 

For the repose of the soul of Josephine Toczylowski 
given by the Wodke & Toczylowski Families 

 

For the repose of the soul for Stanley Novak 
given by the Novak Family 

PAGE   5 

March 25, 2019  
The Path of Yes 

Readings: Isa 7:10-14; 8:10; Heb 10:4-10; Luke 1:26-38 
Scripture: But she was greatly trouble at what was said and 
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. Then the angel 
said to her, “Do not be afraid. . .” (Luke 1:29-30) 

 

March 26, 2019 
Pay It Forward 

Readings: Dan 3:25, 34-43; Matt 18:21-35 
Scripture: So will my heavenly Father do to you, unless each 
of you forgives your brother from your heart. (Matt 18:35)  
 

March 27, 2019 
Spiritual Scrapbook 

Readings: Deut 4:1, 5-9; Matt 5:17-19 
Scripture: However, take care and be earnestly on your 
guard not to forget the things which your own eyes have seen, 
now let them slip from your memory as long as you live. . .
 (Deut 4:9) 

 

March 28, 2019 
Be Still and Know. . . 

Readings: Jer 7:23-28; Luke 11:14-23 
Scripture: Listen to my voice; then I will be your God and you 
 shall be my people. (Jer 7:23) 

 

March 29, 2019 
What’s Your Question? 

Readings: Hos 14:2-10; Mark 12:28-34 
Scripture: And no one dared to ask him any more questions. 
 (Mark 12:34) 

 

March 30, 2019 
Code Blue 

Readings: Hos 6:1-6; Luke 18:9-14 
Scripture: . . .for everyone who exalts himself will be 
humbled, and the one who humbles himself will be exalted.  
 (Luke 18:14) 

 

March 31, 2019 
Clean Slate 

Readings: Josh 5:9a, 10-12; 2 Cor 5:17-21;  
 Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 
Scripture: Whoever is in Christ is a new creation: the old 
things have passed away; behold, new things have come.  
 (2 Cor 5:17) 

Daily Lenten Reflections St. Symphorosa School  
7th & 8th Grade presentation of the  

“Living Stations of the Cross” 

Please join us every Friday 

during Lent as we celebrate 

the Stations of the Cross  

at 7pm in the church.  

Foran Funeral Home 

We’re Steppin’ Out 
To Milwaukee, Wisconsin to enrich our hearts, minds and body. 

on Wednesday, April 24, 2019 
 

Trip includes:  
-Guided tour of the historic Basilica of St. Josaphat 

-Lunch at the Old Town Serbian Gourmet Restaurant 
-Guided tour of the Sprecher Brewing Co. with tastings 

-Visit to the National Bobblehead Hall of Fame and Museum  
 

Bus leaves at 7:30am and returns at 5pm 
Please meet in the Foran Funeral Parking lot 

7300 West Archer Avenue 
Cost is $65.00 per person (includes tours and lunch)  

 

Reserve by April 16, 2019 - Seating is Limited 
 

For reservations and more information please contact 708.458-0208 
Ask for Sharon Jeninga or Dee Kountis 



 

 

Ignatius Battiato 

Dorothy Bogumil 

Fr. Ted Bojczuk 

Pat Carmody 

Michael Clifford 

Charles DeLauriea 

Chris Doherty 

Geri Gestaut 

Carol Golab 

Carol Gress 

Suzann Gunter 

Kathy Haars 

Megan High 

Dawn Hoyt 

Heather Hradek 

Denise M. Jandura 

Rich S. Jandura 

Lee Karpinski 

Dennis Kline 

Claudia Kwilosz 

Norman Kwilosz 

James Lapsansky 

Donna Lauritzen 

Domenico Lepore 

John Martini 

Lou Mackey 

Lori McCarthy 

Kathleen McAuliffe 

Thomas Minnich 

Christine Mosqueda 

Genevieve Nagle 

Bess Oracki 

Ray Oracki 

Baby Alexander J Pentz 

Gi Gi Picciolini 

Marie Pratt 

Ann Robertson 

Fr. John Rudnik 

Joseph Rudnik 

Ben Sajdak 

Gloria Schillings 

Coltyn Schmidt 

Kristyn Schmidt 

Marie Simonetti 

James Suchy 

Chalida Svatisalee 

Terry Styka 

James Thorpe 

Mary Thorpe 

Nancy Webb 

Barb Ziegler 

Michelle 

 
 

Sgt. Jaime A. Acosta, USMC   

Sgt. Ted Bartelmey 

CS-1 Joel Battung 

1st Sgt. Chas. Berglund, USMC 

Sgt. Naveen Bobba, USMC 

Sgt. Arthur A. Boruch, National Guard 

Hospitalman Blythe A. Cisneros, USN 

Airman Carlos Cisneros, USAF   

Sgt. Frank Cisneros, USMC 

Corpsman Nicholas J. Cundari-USN  

Captain Kevin Dobbyn, US Army 

Sgt. John Flores, IL National Guard 

 

Staff Sgt. Andrew Gaca, USAF 

Sgt. Michael Hough, US Army 

Anthony Johaniewicz, US Navy  

Lance Corp. Tim Lisenko, USMC  

Trevor Lutz, US Army  

Corporal Zachary Maderak, USMC   

Pvt1st Class Daniel Morales, US Army  

SPC Alex Ramos 

Staff Sgt. Abel Sandoval, USMC 

Sgt. 1st Class Kristina Stuhlmacher 

1LT Zachary White, IL Army NG 

There are in the end three things that last: 
Faith, Hope, and Love, and the greatest of 

these is LOVE. 

Mass Intentions for the Week  

New Parishioners:   Welcome to our Parish!   We are so happy to 
have you join us.    
  

Sacrament of Penance:  Monday through Saturday after 8:00 am 
Mass  
 

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:  Please contact our 
Parish Office to make arrangements.  
 

Sacrament of Baptism:  Second & Fourth Sunday at 1:00pm in 
Church. Parent Preparation Session: First Thursday of every other 
Month at 7:00pm. Please contact Maggie in our Parish Office for 
assistance. 
    

Marriages: Arrangements must be made at least 6 months prior to 
the proposed date of your wedding.  Please contact Maggie in our 
Parish Office for assistance. 

Lent is a call not just to “give up something” but more important to 

“give something for the poor.” Wherever you live in the parish, there 

are poor families within walking distance of your home. When in need, 

they ring the rectory bell. They are, in effect, ringing your doorbell. 
Is there a family you know who needs assistance? Please call the Society of 

St. Vincent de Paul so that together we can help the suffering and poor.  

St. Vincent de Paul phone number: (773) 682-3342 

Support our troops 

Let us pray… 
Eternal Rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 

shine upon them.  May the souls of the faithful departed, 

through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen. 
 

Kieran Normoyle 

Barbara Jean Pavilonis 
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Due to privacy laws, names may only be added to our prayer list by immediate family.  

Please let us know when to remove a name. 

Monday, March 25, 2019 
 The Annunciation of the Lord 
8:00am †For all the Departed Souls Cared for  
  by Antonina Swiatlowska  
    

Tuesday, March 26, 2019 
8:00am †Lerma Magbanua Coronado (St Vincent de Paul Society) 
 

Wednesday, March 27, 2019 
8:00am †Joseph Loduca (John Kapuscierz) 
 †Robert Montgomery, Sr. (Wife & Children) 
 

Thursday, March 28, 2019 
8:00am †Frank G Krzan (Soltis Family) 
   

Friday, March 29, 2019 
8:00am For All Parishioners, Living and Deceased (25) 
7:00pm Confirmation Mass with Bishop Andrew Wypych 
   

Saturday, March 30, 2019 
8:00am For All Parishioners, Living and Deceased (26) 
5:00pm  For All Parishioners, Living and Deceased (27) 
 

Sunday, March 31, 2019 
7:30am For all Immigrant Families (Friends)   
9:30am †Thomas Murray (Tara & Len Scheveck) 
 †Gregory Kucinsky (Kucinsky/Deuwerth Family) 
11:30am For All Parishioners, Living and Deceased (28) 

Latin Mass 
will be celebrated on  

 

Sunday, April 7, 2019 

 

at the 11:30am Mass. 

Please join us following 
Mass for coffee, tea and 

some baked goods  
in the Social Hall of the  

Sharp Center, located at  
5940 W 62nd Street in 

Chicago. 


